
BECOME AN:
URBAN
 DESIGNER

Undergraduate degrees are designed to allow for 
maximum flexibility and personalisation of your 
course, while ensuring that you gain key analytical 
and practical skills for the workplace. 

There are a number of undergraduate degrees 
which can be studied in order to become a Urban 
Designer: Architecture, Town Planning,
Landscape Architecture, Geography and 
Engineering

Final qualifying examination: 

Candidates will typically be assessed on the following elements:

24 Months of practical experience recorded on the PEDR website
Professional CV and career evaluation
Case study
Written examination
Final oral examination 

Undergraduate Degree

*RIBA

 3 Year Full Time Study 
(Part time options are available)

Undergraduate Degree

GCSE’s

A-levels
What is an
Urban Designer?

Apart from good grades in English and Maths, you won't need 
to have specific GCSE (or equivalent) subjects. But if you're 
choosing your options, subjects like Geography, Citizenship, 
Science or ICT may be usful.

If you're choosing your A levels (or equivalent), the following 
subjects will be useful: Art and Graphic Design, Business 
Studies, Economics, English, Environmental Studies, 
Geography, History, ICT, Psychology, and Politics.

Urban design is the art of making places and involves 
the design of buildings, groups of buildings, spaces 
and landscapes, and establishing the processes that 
make successful development possible.

Urban design is one of the newest professions.  Much 
of what urban designers do – shaping the places where 
we live – used to be done by professionals of various 
kinds. Now, Urban Designers can take an overview of 
the complex places that we live in.  

An urban designer needs a broad understanding of 
cities, towns and villages, and ways of making them 
work better. This involves understanding how: the 
planning system operates, property developers work,  
to assess what makes a particular place special, to 
make places easy to move around by foot and vehicle, 
to bring life to places that have become run down, and 
how to write design policy and guidance.

A person involved in the process of 
shaping the physical setting for life in 
cities, towns and villages. 

‘The skill-set I acquired should greatly 
improve my job opportunities, quality 
of work, and will be an asset in any firm 
I work in’
Undergraduate Student 

Post-graduate Degree
1 Year Full Time Study 
(Part time options are available)

University departments offering Urban Design ourses will 
typically express their offer in terms of the UCAS tariffs, 
and the offers vary between departments. It is therefore 
necessary to check requirements with individual 
departments.

Many departments offering Urban Design courses 
consider further education qualifications other than 
A-levels, and assess mature students on grounds other 
than formal academic experience.

Entry Requirements

Start 

A further one year, full-time degree, 

Students may choose to return to the university  
where they completed the undergraduate 
degree or may apply to  another university, 
dependant on  the specific specialisms of the 
chosen course.

Masters or other specialist courses In
Urban Design
 

‘Most of the assignments considered 
real life scenarios in the city on which 
we had to make informed decisions.To 
be able to go and visit the sites gave a 
much greater sense of involvement 
than any fictional location would.’

Post-graduate Degree

Post-graduate Student 

How Will You 
Shape the Future?

Salary Guidelines

Graduates can move into careers in a range 
of professions relating to making better 
urban places, including: urban planning, 
environmental management and 
conservation, real estate, housing, property 
surveying, regeneration, urban government, 
urban design, and international development 
- as well as other areas of policy-making, 
media and the arts.

Skills:

Skills:

Interested?  
The Doncaster Civic Trust student bursary 
scheme encourages Doncaster students to 
consider the opportunities that exist to study the 
built and  natural environment by offering cash 
bursaries.

The Doncaster Civic Trust student bursary 
schemehelps Doncaster students pay their tuition 
fees by offering cash grants of up to £1000 a year 
for the duration of their studies in built 
environment subjects.

For more details and how to apply visit:
www.doncastercivictrust.org.uk

Urban Designer

Per annum   
Low, Average & High

Junior Urban Designer
£21,000,  £23,000 , £25,000

Urban Designer
£25,000, £28,000, £34,000

Senior Urban Designer 
£35,000, £40,000 ,£45,000

Urban Design Associate
£45,000,  £50,000,  £55,000

Urban Design Director 
£60,000, £70,000 ,£80,000

Salary 
Brackets

www.doncastercivictrust.org.uk
Find us at :
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