
The Founding and Early Years of the Trust 
 
This is the first of several articles we are planning to commemorate the Trust’s 
70th anniversary. 
 
This article explores the reasons why a group of people in 1946 decided that 
the Doncaster area needed a Civic Trust, one of the earliest to be established 
in Yorkshire. 
 
We need to go back two years previously to 1944 when the government began 
to make plans for a post-war world.  It passed the Town and Country Planning 
Act which gave Councils greater power to rebuild its town and cities.   
 

In Doncaster a Town Plan was proposed with part of it expanding on pre-war schemes that had 
never been implemented.  The Plan included three bus stations, widening of nearly all the town 
centre streets, building two new ring roads and the demolition of nearly all buildings on South 
Parade for a civic centre.  There was a great deal of criticism in the Press from many people.   
 
The plan’s sternest critic was an engineer, C E Farran.  He was particularly scathing of a proposal to 
put a road through St George’s churchyard and he also pointed out that widening of the High 
Street would result in the demolition of either the Mansion House or the Westminster Bank.  He 
thought that the whole plan was just a scheme to get as many cars into and through town as 
quickly as possible.  He was right.  It had been prepared by Highway Engineers and had not been 
referred to any planning experts outside the Borough for inspection.  
 
It was against this background that just after the war, on the 14th June 1945, eleven people 
gathered at 28 South Parade, the home of Mrs Miller, a keen student of town planning.  They 
decided to form a new society interested in the preservation and recording of ancient buildings and 
houses of architectural interest in the neighbourhood.  In the chair for this first meeting was an 
architect, E H Walker, whose father had designed the Clock Corner, now our logo building.  
Included in the group was C H Theobald, a local historian who was elected Chairman, and  
C E Farran.   
 
Over the next few months the group sought support in the town until finally on 21st May 1946, 
and by this time known as Doncaster Civic Trust, it held its first public meeting at Beechfield 
Museum and Art Gallery in Waterdale.  60 people heard an address by Lord Rosse, founder of the 
Georgian Society, who emphasised the importance of preserving important old buildings in planning 
schemes.   
 
The name Doncaster Civic Trust was almost certainly taken from the idea of York Civic Trust, 
founded a few months previously.  The first elections as Doncaster Civic Trust took place the 
following month and C H Theobald was elected the Trust’s first Chairman.  Unfortunately he 
resigned shortly afterwards and the Trust had no permanent Chairman for over a year.   
 
It could easily have foundered at that point but in October 1947 C E Farran took over as 
Chairman.  Major Farran was to be Chair for the next 22 years and he made the Trust a recognised 
and respected organisation.  His deputy elected in 1947 was a scientist with the LNER called  
T Henry Turner.  Turner was a man with ideas ahead of his time.  He was a great advocate of 
public participation in planning, even well before the Planning Acts came into force.  
 



Under the new leadership the Trust was soon involved in a major campaign.  In October 1947 it 
was decided that the town needed a new power station to be built at Crimpsall, an area of water 
meadow near the river.  In September 1948 the Trust decided to oppose the building of the station 
on the grounds of atmospheric pollution, traffic congestion and the spoiling of a riverside walk. 
At a public meeting Major Farran suggested that Thorpe Marsh would be a better site.  It was 
rejected on cost grounds and the Electricity Authority even suggested that Crimpsall would be 
improved in appearance by the power station.  The Trust demanded a public enquiry and this was 
held in 1950.  The Trust was represented by Turner using his scientific knowledge and skills to 
show why it should be refused.  However it was approved and the Power Station was built. 
 
Eventually it became clear that 
the points made by the Trust 
were all correct; a few years 
later it was decided that Thorpe 
Marsh was needed after all.   
 
Crimpsall Power Station, Doncaster, 
photographed in 1957.  It opened in 
September 1953 and shut in October 
1983.  It was designed by architects 
Farmer & Dark.  Nikolaus Pevsner 
wrote that it was “one of the best of a 
large batch of mid 20th century power 
stations in England”.  But sadly its siting 
was very bad for the town.  Doncaster 
Prison now stands on the site. 

 
The power station at Crimpsall did not improve the area and its chimneys could be seen even from 
the top of Hallgate for decades; in 1970 a technical assessor said that the building of the station had 
been a poor planning choice and that it was pouring out fine dust and sulphur over the town much 
as Turner had predicted. 
 
What is remarkable is that two 
people who had just taken over 
a society that was only over a 
year old could take on a major 
organisation using their skills.  
They might have lost the 
campaign but were right in every 
respect.   
 
 
 
 
Thorpe Marsh Power Station near 
Barnby Dun photographed in 2009 
when only its cooling towers were still 
standing. 

 
Next time we plan to have a look at some key events in the Trust’s existence 
 

           Peter Coote 
 


