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My Minster: a workshop run by a team of postgraduate architecture students to test activities for the Toolkit, October 2012.
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build a new doncaster
an annual architectural competition for primary schools
Build a new Doncaster is the inaugural annual design competition, led by
Doncaster Civic Trust for primary schools in Doncaster to encourage young
people to understand and engage with built environment issues and built
heritage in a creative way.
Doncaster Civic Trust is a local charity which works for the preservation
and conservation of historic buildings, whilst also promoting high
standards of new building design and landscaping. It has established an
innovative educational programme aimed at encouraging more of
Doncaster’s young people to take an interest in architecture and built
heritage.
As part of its vision, Doncaster Civic Trust has set up a bursary scheme
to help Doncaster students pay their university and training expenses for
studies in built environment and traditional craft disciplines. In collaboration with the School of Architecture, at the University of Sheffield and
Live Works the Trust have also developed a schools education package – the
Toolkit - to help students in primary and secondary schools in the borough
to acquire architectural skills, using Doncaster town centre as an outdoor
laboratory.
The Trust is committed to expanding its educational initiatives and in
considering a number of further projects is delighted to launch this annual
architectural design competition for schools to promote and highlight the
bursary and Toolkit and provide further depth to a wider understanding of
built environment issues for Doncaster’s young people.
I do hope your school will enter the competition.
John Holmes
Chairman of Doncaster Civic Trust

About the competition
Build a new Doncaster is part of the educational
initiatives developed and sponsored by Doncaster Civic Trust.
The competition is for primary schools only. Secondary schools in Doncaster
are already included in a similar design competition run by Sheffield Hallam
University and sponsored by the Royal Institute of British Architects.
Our competition invites schools to identify a suitable site on which they will
design a building or buildings and associated landscaping. There is no limit
to the size or location of the site and it will be acceptable to propose a
redevelopment of existing buildings. The proposed development can be of
any type or use but the essential requirement is that the work should display
design creativity and demonstrate an understanding of architectural
principles.
Each school in the borough is invited to make one entry. It is for the school
to determine who participates although it is suggested that the best format
would be for each school to designate a fairly small team of students to
represent the school. The competition may appeal to the older age groups.
The School of Architecture, at the University of Sheffield will be offering
support to the participating schools throughout the design phase of the
competition. Each participating school will be allocated a small team of
postgraduate architecture and urban design students from the School of
Architecture for the purpose of mentoring the school team and guiding the
final submission. The mentors will draw heavily on their own knowledge but
also use the Toolkit as a basis for developing in pupils an understanding of
the principles of architecture. The mentors, teachers or other adults will not
be allowed to contribute to the final submission. The submitted work must
be that of the school pupils alone.
The number of schools participating will be limited to the number of
architecture students available. Therefore, competition entries from schools
will be accepted on a strictly ‘first come first served’ basis.
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Entry submission
All entrants are asked to submit the following:
• A1 landscape or portrait presentation sheet showing the final 		
proposed design
• A1 development sheet to explore the ideas and offer a narrative
and design development
• (optional) a model of proposal to understand the form
Submissions should not include any corporate branding or identify the
school to ensure fair judgement of the competition. Submissions boards
should be labelled with the school or college name on the back of the
boards and included on the submission form for identification purposes.

Judging and awards
All work must be submitted to Doncaster Civic Trust by the 15th of
December 2014. The submitted work will be judged by an expert panel
comprising members of Doncaster Civic Trust, representatives from
Doncaster Council and the University of Sheffield in January 2015.
The judges’ decision will be final.
The winning schools of the first architecture competition will be awarded
money prizes, the first prize (The Eric Braim Prize) £500, second prize £250
and third prize £100. The prize will be given to the school, not the design
team.
All participating schools will have their work exhibited at the awards
ceremony and will be featured in a booklet produced for the competition.
The prizes will be awarded at an event where all participating schools will
be invited to display their submissions. The event will be attended by Civic
Trust members, staff and students from the University of Sheffield, council
officers and councillors.
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Key dates
17th October 2014
22nd October 2014
14th November		
15th December 2014
*January 2015 		
*February 2015 		

Deadline for registration
Announce which schools will be participating
Competition/Design (4 weeks period)
Submission of entries
Judging
Exhibition and prize-giving

*exact time and place will be confirmed later on in the competition

How to apply
If you wish to apply for the competition, please fill out the application form
and return it via email to Mr Jeffrey Prior at jeffprior@outlook.com by
17th October 2014, 5pm.
To discuss any queries you may have regarding the competition prior to
your application submission you will find contact details for Mr Jeff Prior
and Mr Leo Care at the last page of this booklet.

How to submit your entry
At the end of the design period, you will have ten days to complete and
post your competition entry. Please post your entry to Doncaster Civic
Trust, c/o Archie Sinclair Hon. Secretary, 43 Ellers Avenue, Bessacarr,
Doncaster, DN47DY by 15th December 2014, 5pm.
We will remind you of the submission details nearer to the end of the
design period.
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Notes for headteachers
• Student mentors from the School of Architecture, University of Sheffield will be
available for two sessions during the design phase, between the 14th of November
till the 5th of December 2014. Prior to the start of the competition, the school
and students will need to make suitable arrangements for attendance.
• The students will be participating in the competition as mentors as part of their
Participation Module for their postgraduate degree. They will be supervised and
advised by Leo Care, M.Arch Co-Director and Design tutor and can be your main
point of contact.
• As part of their assessment they will be reflecting on their experiences in written
reports and may wish to photograph some of the design exercises in your school,
subject to your permission. Please know that the University takes the matter of
ethics very seriously, and the students will be given several talks on how to deal
with
recording the workshops. (Note that at the prize giving event, students from the
university will be making a short film of the proceedings and looking to interview
some of the pupils about their work.)
• The student mentors will come from a range of countries from across the world.
They are Masters architecture and urban design students so you can be confident
that they are well-versed in architectural design.
• None of the students have been CRB checked and it will be for the school to
ensure that appropriate arrangements are made for their visits. However, we
would like to make you aware that students from the School of Architecture have
previously worked with a variety of schools and youth clubs in Doncaster when
developing the Toolkit in 2012 without the need of securing a CRB check.
• Your mentors will meet your design team and start them thinking about what
type of development would be best for the chosen site and help them produce
some
preliminary ideas. These ideas can be worked on in preparation for the second
visit of the mentors. From the outset, the mentors will agree with you a method for
your design team to produce its best work.
• Following the prize giving event, all submitted work along with the student mentors’ reports and the video will be posted on Doncaster Civic Trust’s website for
your information and reflection.
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Preparing for the competition
• In advance of the student mentors’ visits, each school is encouraged to
carry out some preliminary tasks:
1. Select a design team. This may be a class or a smaller group of students.
This is entirely up to the school but the competition organisers suggest that
older children in the school may benefit and respond best.
2. Once you have selected your design team, Leo Care and Eirini
Christofidou from the School of Architecture will be happy to discuss the
competition and its structure in more detail.
3. If possible, spend some time with the design team to explore the
contents of the Doncaster Toolkit, a copy of which was delivered to your
school in June 2014. You can visit the Toolkit’s website to download for free
any material you wish to use at: www.doncastertoolkit.co.uk .
4. Select a site. This should not be too far from your school. It could be the
school itself or its grounds. The exercise is hypothetical but the site needs
to be real. So for example, you could think about rebuilding your school or
designing some new buildings on a vacant site near your school.
5. Visit the site. Take photos. Draw some plans of the site as it is. Describe
the site in words. What are the good things about it? What are the
problems? This will be very useful for when the student mentors arrive.
Your school will be responsible for health and safety matters on the site
visit.
6. Prepare to meet the mentors. Have all of the material from point 5 ready.
Also provide large sheets of paper, card and drawing materials. If you think
your school might wish to submit a model in support of the drawings then
please provide the necessary material.
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Contact details
Doncaster Civic Trust
Jeff Prior
e. jeffprior@outlook.com
t. 01302 728612
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School of Architecture, University of Sheffield
Leo Care
Co-Director of M.Arch & Director of Live Works at Sheffield School of
Architecture, University of Sheffield
e. l.care@sheffield.ac.uk
t. 0114 2220304
Leo is also the module coordinator for ‘Participation in Architecture and
Urban Design’ and will be available to discuss the interaction of the
postgraduate students with your school.
Eirini Christofidou
Graduate Director at Live Works at Sheffield School of Architecture, University
of
Sheffield
e. ar4ec@sheffield.ac.uk
t. 0114 2220304
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Leo and Eirini will be more than happy to discuss with each participating
schools the organisation and the running of the competition in more detail.
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